
Dear American Legion Fam-
ily Members and Friends,

We’re all friends and family
here. We’re all on the same team to
support our nation’s veterans, military
families and America’s youth.

But a little competition never
hurt anyone. Right?

That’s why I was so pleased
to hear that the Department of Califor-
nia is challenging all American Legion
departments to a contest throughout
July. The premise is pretty simple: all
departments are categorized by their
population. And the department in
each category that raises the most
money for the 100 Miles for Hope via
Kilter and 100 Miles for Hope mer-
chandise purchases during the month

of July is deemed the winner.
Of course, the disabled veter-

ans and military families who receive
support from the Veterans & Children
Foundation (V&CF) are the real win-
ners, or beneficiaries. This competition
will help ensure that funds are avail-
able for our network of 3,000 accred-
ited American Legion service officers
who help disabled veterans and their
families navigate the challenging VA
system to ensure they receive the ben-
efits they’ve earned through their serv-
ice. Donations to V&CF also support
our Temporary Financial Assistance
(TFA) program. TFA provides grants
to military families with young chil-
dren who have fallen upon financial
hard times through no fault of their
own.

So how you can help support
our nation’s disabled veterans military
families in need?

There are instructions on how
to join the breakout challenge here.
Once you are in, you can also cus-
tomize and download a special cheer
card to show your support for your de-
partment. (See breakout challenge web
page for instructions). Share your ac-
tivity and encourage others to join

and/or support your department by
posting a photo on social media (use
hashtag #100MilesForHope) and pub-
lish it on our Legiontown web page
(legiontown.org).

During the pandemic, our
American Legion Family showed how
we move mountains to support our
communities in tough circumstances.
We don’t necessarily have to hike
mountains to support departments in
the breakout challenge, though we
could.

No matter if you walk, hike,
ruck, bike, do yoga, garden, ride your
motorcycle or do any one of more than
40 other activities, what matters most
is that you are participating in the 100
Miles for Hope Breakout Challenge.
Our nation’s disabled veterans and
struggling military families are count-
ing on all of us. 

This is one big way that we in
the American Legion Family can con-
tinue to show the nation and each other
what it means when we say: Veterans
Strengthening America.”

Bill Oxford
National Commander
June 02, 2021

First,
I would like
to thank
everyone for
their support
for electing
me as your
Department
Commander.

I look forward to serving the De-
partment of Delaware Legion to
the best of my abilities. Also,
would like to congratulate all the
new officers and look forward to
working with them. In July we
had some good training om
mylegion.org and leadership
hope everyone who attended
found it very informative.

Would like to thank all the facil-
itators for a job well done. We
have had a 3 increase in our
membership goal for 2021-2022
year from National. And I know
it is tough  to meet the goals, but
I believe it is obtainable if we
give it our best shot. One thing I
believe we need to do is recog-
nize our current members with
years of service pins and certifi-
cates of appreciation for things
they have done for the American
Legion Family to let them know
that we care and think about
them. I believe we need to have
more family functions this will
help getting our name out and
what the Legion is about in the

community. Covid 19 is still
with us, and we don’t know
what to expect this coming year,
but we will prevail like we did
this past year and keep our Le-
gion Family strong. After the
National Convention I will be
visiting the posts hopefully
when there is a function being
held that way, I can meet mem-
bers of the post. I will be attend-
ing some District meetings. Be
safe and proud to be a legion-
naire. 

Yours in Legion Service
Barry L. Sauers
Commander 
Department of Delaware
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For God and Country

Does your department have what it takes?



Greetings my
fellow Le-
gionnaires
As your
newly
elected 2nd
Vice Com-
mander, I
would like to
take this op-
portunity to
introduce

myself. My name is Kim Marie En-
dres, and I am a 29-year member of
the American Legion. Many of you
know me but so many of you do not
so here is a little more background
information for you. 
A lifelong resident of Delaware I
was raised by my parent’s just out-
side the city limits of Dover. My fa-
ther was commissioned an officer
during World War II serving in the
Army Air Corps and then continued
his service as an enlisted man in the
Air Force retiring after 20 years.  My

family has a long history of service
which includes, 5 uncles, a brother,
two brothers in law, two nephews, a
great nephew, and several cousins. 
I am married to John A. Endres, a
past Department commander and I
have a daughter and two wonderful
grandsons. And I am proud to say we
are all members of the American Le-
gion family. 
Serving our country and honoring
veterans is a high priority. Due to an
injury suffered during basic training I
was medically discharged  but I con-
tinue my service through my mem-
bership in the American Legion.  
I joined Walter L. Fox Post 2 in
Dover and in no time, I was recruited
to be the finance officer and through
the years I served in various posi-
tions to become Commander. After
taking a break for a few years to be
with my parents in their last years, I
transferred to Milford Post 3. 
I just completed my master’s degree
program in Business Administration

and so now I am ready to continue
service in the American Legion as
your Second Vice Commander. 
This year I will be working with your
First Vice Commander Dwight Lacy
helping to promote membership and
the value that you receive for that
membership. For me, the value is the
voice that goes to congress to
strengthen and improve the care vet-
erans receive through the VA Med-
ical Centers. 
I plan to visit Posts, not just at your
membership meetings but at func-
tions your Post may be hosting. If
you would like me to attend a spe-
cific function, please contact me at
the email below and I will let you
know my availability. I am still
working a full-time job, but I do have
flexibility if I know in advance. 

For God and Country
Kim M. Endres
2ndViceCommander@delegion.org

I would
like to thank all
of you for your
vote of confi-
dence in me to
be your Depart-
ment First (1st)
Vice Com-
mander.  My ad-

ditional duty as your Department
1st Vice is to Chair the Depart-
ment Membership Committee. I
will be visiting with you through-
out the membership year to pro-
vide recommendations and support
with obtaining your 2022 Post
Membership goals.

The 2022 Department
Membership Awards and Target
Dates memo has been published.
This document should be posted
on Post Bulletin Boards and dis-

cussed at all membership meet-
ings.  All Post have a chance at re-
ceiving the Post 100%
Membership Award at the 2022
Annual Convention. In order to
reach the 100% goal, all post
members must participate by help-
ing their Post to achieve the
monthly target dates.  By partici-
pating you need to pay your dues
now. The first target date is called
the “Early Bird’ which means a
post needs to obtain 50% member-
ship by September 7, 2021.  The
second target date is called the
“Fall Target”, in which a post
needs to obtain 55% membership
by October 12, 2021.

Your American Legion
membership card can help you to
obtain Legion Benefits and will
allow you to visit any Legion Post

whether it is in Delaware or as far
away as France.  Just remember
that after July 1, the new member-
ship year starts up.  The last mem-
bership year card will expire on
December 31st of each year.  You
will not be considered current with
your membership on January 1 and
may not be able to enjoy the privi-
leges that you have been a accus-
tomed to receiving.  So don’t wait
to renew your post dues. 

Lastly; (1) if you
need assistance with paying your
dues, notify your Post Leadership.
Any help provided must be ap-
proved, so don’t be too proud to
ask. The American Legion is in the
Veteran helping business.  (2) At-
tend each of your Post Members
meetings when they are scheduled
or at a minimum once a quarter.

Your input and your vote do count.
(3) All Legion members should be
involved with conducting Buddy
Checks within their Post.  As we
continue to transition from the
COVID-19 Pandemic back to
some normalcy, we will need all
members to participate in this ef-
fort. This is a shared responsibility
that we all have in common and is
one of the Four Pillars of the
American Legion. The wellbeing
of our veteran’s and family is im-
portant. If you have knowledge of
the status of a member that your
Post has not seen nor heard from
in a while, please notify them
ASAP.

Yours in Legion Service, 
Dwight Lacy 
1st Vice Commander
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The owners are U.S. military veterans with 
a love of great food and good times.

16 Craft Beers on tap, house-infused liquors 
and a menu with something for everyone.

140 S. State St., Dover
Reservations: (302) 734-1234

Banquets & Events: Inquire Online or call (302) 724-4423
Open Thursday, Friday, Saturday 5pm - 9pm, 

Sunday 11am - 3pm
*Does Not Include Alcohol 

10% Active-Duty Discount 
on All Regularly Priced Menu Items*

On Thursday, August 5,
we were honored to present the
70 Year Membership Award to
past Unit 19 President (in the
early 60's) to Jacqueline Crum-
rine at the Manor House in
Seaford, De where she has
resided since 2015 after her
husband passed in 2014.

Mrs. Crumrine joined
the Auxiliary at the age of 20
while attending the UD for her
teaching degree. Under the en-
couragement of her Mother,
Blanche Urdman who was very
active in Post 19 Auxiliary
until the age of 89. Jacqueline
joined under her Father; who
was a World War 1 Army Vet-
eran & Mr. Urdman of Laurel,
was one of the first members of
Post 19 after it was built after
World War 2 in the late 40's.

After receiving her

teaching degree from the UD;
Jacqueline returned to her
hometown, Laurel & began her
11-year career teaching third
grade in Seaford, De.

In 1961 she meet her fu-
ture husband John Crumrine a
World War 2 Army Veteran
through a neighbor; they mar-
ried in 1964 & they moved to
his hometown, Middlebourne,
West Virginia to a farm. She
continued her teaching career
there; she taught elementary
school for 25 years before she
retired. After her husband’s
passing, she decided to move
back to the area to be near her
cousins; Verna Disharoon,
twins, Alice Layton & Agnes
O’Neal.

We were so honored to
meet this gracious lady & thor-
oughly enjoyed learning about

her life. As she
shared her sto-
ries, we realized
being from a
small town that
we knew many
of the people she
has known in her
life. she actually
grew up just
down the road
from me.

I walked
her back to her
room & arranged
her flowers. I
gave her a 100th
Anniversary Pin & a sparkling
Vintage Auxiliary pin I found
online. We exchanged phone
numbers; & as I left, I felt truly
blessed to have met her & to
hear her life story & I know
she had a twinkle in her eye.

Trudy Parker 
President Unit 19
Laurel, De
Vickie Higgins
Secretary Unit 19

70 Year Membership Award

My fellow Legionnaire’s,
My hope is that all is well with
you and yours and that all of you
are well and safe. With the dis-
turbing news of this new virus
variant (Delta), we should all be
fully vaccinated. I know my fam-
ily is. We are not out of the
woods yet with all this starting up
again. Stay safe, get fully vacci-
nated if you have not done so, it's
free and you can get the shots just
about anywhere.
Our Department Convention is
now in the history books. This
year, at Post 2 in Dover, we were
able to come together as legion-
naires and elect our new officers
for the coming year. I had the
honor of being reelected as your
Department Chaplain.  I am hum-
bled and looking forward to an-
other year as your Chaplain. We
have several new officers from
the Commander on down. Let’s
all give support to these newly in-

stalled Department Leaders. We
must do what we can to help and
encourage new members to join
and participate in the many great
programs our Organization offers.
We lost a few members over the
year, including my brother who
was a member of post 28, and a
couple of close friends. A few
people were sick and thankfully
recovered. We sent out a lot of
prayers, and cards to those with
sympathy, and get well. Hope-
fully this year we can all help one
another when the time comes.
There will be a lot of Veterans re-
turning home soon, so help and
get involved where and when you
can, and help support our Veter-
ans and their families.

God bless, stay safe.
For God and Country,
Reverend Wayne Hicks
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It took two games, under the
threat of rain, but Delaware
Post 1's Brandon Scherer
pitched a 2 hit shutout to
beat #1 Seed Stahl Post 30,
10-0 the Final game to win
the 2021 Delaware American
Legion State Championship.
On Tuesday of the tourney,
Post 1 scored 15 runs to beat
the number 1 seed in the

tournament, 15-3. Stahl then
beat a good Delvets Post 1
team in the 1 Loss bracket to
force the return match on
Thursday.
And Stahl almost completed
the comeback, channeling
the memory of former man-
ager Bob Anderson, to hum-
ble DE Post 1, 11-1 (in 5
innings) to force a final

game.
But Post 1 roared back in the
Championship game, scoring
7 runs in the first 4 innings,
as Stahl pitching, including
tournament MVP, Brandon
Grygo, couldn't stop Post 1.
Post 1's Braden Scherer
struck out 9, allowing just 2
hits (and only 5 baserunners)
as he shut out Stahl 10-1.
Brandon Scherer was
awarded the Most Valuable
Pitcher of the Tournament.
Stahl's Brandon Grygo took
home the Donald Kimsey
Most Valuable Player
Award, and Stahl Post 30
was also awarded the Francis
Lucia Sportsmanship award.
Post 1 now heads

to Asheville, North Carolina,
and the Mid Atlantic Re-
gional Tournament. The last
time Post 1 played in the re-
gional, in 2018, they won it
all, including the American
Legion World Series the
only Delaware team to ac-
complish that feat.
The entire tournament record
can be found on the Baseball
Website:
https://www.dealbaseball.org
/page/show/6458349-2021-
championship
Any Legion Post interested
in sponsoring a Baseball
Team in 2022 should contact
the Baseball Chair at debase-
ball@delegion.org this Fall.

Delaware Post 1 Wins 2021 Delaware
American Legion Championship
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Gear Up for
   a Perfect Day

6151 S. Rehoboth Blvd.
Milford,  DE 

302-519-3183 

We have locally made lures, ice, 
fi rewood, propane refi lls, U-Haul 

rentals, boating accessories, trailer 
tires, crab traps, clam rakes, apparel

Visit us on Facebook 

   a

TREADING WATER 
BAIT & TACKLE

OPEN 6 TO 6 ~ 7 DAYS! 

I want to give a
big shout out to
Rommel
Harley David-
son. They have
stepped up to
the plate this
year in helping
with our
fundraiser by
buying 60
packs of raffle
tickets for the
Mini Fatboy. 
I talked with
Tony Santiago,

and he ran it up the flagpole. Later I was contacted by Jen Molina-
Mabe in marketing. A special thanks to the two of them.
We still have more tickets available, and the money goes to Veterans
in nursing homes in the local area. 
We have adopted four nursing homes that are located in George-
town, Millsboro and Delmar Delaware and have had between 30 to
60 veteran’s male and female that got gifts. These gifts are given to
them on many occasions throughout the year.

Chapter 8

It is with pleasure that we, The ALA De-
partment of Delaware, introduce to you the
New Officers for the 2021 – 2022 Fiscal
Year:

President: Janet Link - Smyrna Unit 14
1st Vice President: Linda Shelly – Oak
Orchard Riverdale Unit 28
2nd Vice President: Donna DiFrancis –
Dagsboro Unit 24
Executive Secretary: Tina Washington -
Oak Orchard Riverdale Unit 28
Treasurer:  Karen Marvel - Oak Orchard

Riverdale Unit 28
Chaplain:  Kelly Bergan, Unit 17
Historian:  Lisa McCarley – Claymont Unit
18
Sgt. at Arms:  Nancy Lawrence – Henlopen
Unit 5
N.E.C: Debbie Guenther – Henlopen Unit 5
Janet is eligible for membership in the
American Legion Auxiliary through the
service of her husband, US Army Vietnam
Veteran, Lester Link.
Janet is a member of David Harrison,
Smyrna Unit 14. Janet is also currently a

member of Smyrna Unit 14, American Le-
gion Riders, and Delaware Veterans Post 2.
This year’s our President will work towards
a better understanding of Veterans Suicide.
Her concentration will be "Suicide Aware-
ness,” and how we can better serve.
Please help me in welcoming the 2021 –
2022 ALA Department of Delaware’s Offi-
cers and wish them an amazing and produc-
tive year

ALA Department of Delaware  2021 – 2022 Officers

(L - R) Lisa McCarley, Debbie Guenther, Janet Link, Linda Shelly, Donna DiFrancis, Kelly Bergan, Nancy Lawrence, Karen Marvel and Tina
Washington
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What a difference a year makes
– for all intent and purpose, the
2019 – 2020 ALA Delaware
Girls State Program was can-
celled. Along with every other
person in the United States we
were on lock down. Delaware
Governor, John Carney had us
registered as/in a State of Emer-
gency, so our host college was
unable to allow us on campus.
But while we were not prepared
to run a fully virtual program,
we were able to run a shorten
program – an extremely specific
program.
We started out the year with
preparations for June, confirm-
ing the facilities, arranging
speakers, contacting the schools,
and scheduling “County Days”.
As we got closer to the end of
the school year and students
were sent home to finish out the
year, we too began looking at
our program to see what we
could do. Realistically it is not
impossible to do our core pro-
gram online, but we felt that the
“extras” that go along with the
program – that really make the
program - would be too impor-
tant to miss out on. So, we de-
cided to listen to both National
and our Department recommen-
dations and cancelled the in-per-
son session. 
This decision, however, did not
sit well with our team. So, we
got together and came up with a
plan. We were going to give the
students an option: they could
cancel, or they could study our
government write up and still
submit their Bill Work. If they
submitted their Bill Work, we
would consider them as having
completed the program and
could use us as a line item on
their College Applications. 
Like all the Programs – we were
well into our registration process

when we cancelled. School let-
ters were out, and we were in
constant contact with them. At
the time we had 48 registered
students and the applications
were still coming. From these 48
students we then sent out an ad-
ditional letter letting them know
what options we were going to
make available to them – the
Bill Work submission. From this
group we only had 11 students
submit work, but we are now in
the position to say that we tried
something and did not have to
completely cancel our year.
While I can understand the stu-
dent’s point of view – having
one more thing taken from their
year, we were disappointed that
such a small number were will-
ing to continue.
And then it was January 2021 –
so we once again began plan-
ning our session with both the
college and our team. But do we
plan an in-person session or an
online session? We planned
both. While we waited to see if
the National Organization would
once again hold Boys and Girls
Nation, we planned, and became
Zoom subject matter experts. 
We were going virtual. 
Registration ended March 31st
and the Governor still has not re-
leased the state to the point
where we can meet in person so
this will be our only option. As
part of our virtual program, we,
the Girls State Team, would be
housed at an American Legion
Post in Smyrna, while the stu-
dents will be accessing us
through zoom. We held our ses-
sion with 34 attendees – well
within the Governor’s set limits
but also a doable number for an
5 hour zoom session. 
Two weeks before our June ses-
sion, I received a call from the
Girls Nation Chairman asking

Delaware for a favor – would we
be willing to take any students
from other states who were
going to cancel their sessions
due to the low attendance rates.
What an honor to be asked.
After multiple calls and many
meetings, Delaware Girls State
was able to accept 2 students
from Rhode Island, and 5 stu-
dents from Oregon.
With the additional 2 states we
were now in the position to send
6 students to Girls Nation. What
an amazing position to be in –
our 6 students will be among the
100 young women selected to
attend the 2021 American Le-
gion Auxiliary (ALA) Girls Na-
tion session in Washington, D.C.
this July.  As part of the premier
ALA program, students are se-
lected during 50 ALA Girls
State sessions held across the
country. These students then
represent their respective states
at ALA Girls Nation. The six-
day leadership conference pro-

vides aspiring young women
leaders with practical insight
into the workings of govern-
ment, instills a sense of pride in
our country, promotes youth
civic engagement, and creates
friendships and memories that
last a lifetime.  
Delaware’s representatives - Is-
abella Dini, a rising senior at
Tatnall High School, and Dua
Hussain, also a rising senior
from Conrad School of Science
were active in many ways dur-
ing their week at ALA Delaware
Girls State, including perform-
ing assignments as The House of
Representatives Majority Leader
and Delaware’s Secretary of
State, respectively. Both girls
are amazing examples of our fu-
ture leaders.

Lisamarie McCarley
Delaware Girls State Chairman
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Wouldn’t you love to see people 
looking at YOUR ad here? 
We can help you with that.

To reserve your ad in the 
Delaware Family Legionnaire, 

contact adsupport@newszap.com  
302-741-8200.

ALA Delaware Girls State 
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The Capital Daily

DELAWARE
STATE NEWIntroducing 

a new website

 the quintessential news 
source from Bay to Bay

Top-quality, hyper-local 
news from an extended 

network of trusted reporters 
and correspondents who 

know Delmarva better 
than anyone else

BaytoBayNews.com - 

A new way to connect with your local 

community - Join us today!

BaytoBayNews.com is a product of INI Delmarva, 
publisher of the Delaware State News,

Salisbury Independent, Crisfi eld-Somerset County Times, 
Dorchester Banner and numerous specialty publications

The Home of the Brave, Milford , DE., will provide mo-
bile outreach services monthly to serve and support vet-
erans who do not have the means, mobility or mental
focus to physically access benefits and other services
available that would improve the quality of their lives.
Home of the Brave plans to deliver one-on-one outreach
that identifies support that satisfies individual veteran’s
needs.  Currently three members of the Post 28 Legion
family serve as HOB Board members: Tina Washington,
Board Vice Chair, Beth McGinn, Treasurer and Greg
Fuller, Board member.
The first outreach will take place on Tuesday, September
14, 2021, from 10AM – 2PM at the VA outpatient Clinic,
653 South Bay Rd, Dover, DE  19901. Lunch will be
available.
The outreach for October is tentatively scheduled for
October 1, 2021, to be onsite as additional support when
Legion Service officer is there.  Those interested in addi-
tional information should contact HOB Executive Direc-
tor Jessica Finan at (302) 424-1681.

The Home of the Brave

A 10 year member of American Legion Auxiliary Unit 28,
Marie Ironside of Millsboro, was recently honored as the
Department of Delaware's Auxiliary Member of the Year. 
Marie’s husband was an active member in Post 28 activities
and after his passing she became an active part of the Auxil-
iary to honor his memory and years of dedicated service.
Marie can be found at various events doing whatever is re-
quired in her calm, smiling manner.  She was known as the
“Coupon Lady” as and her volunteers clipped hundreds of
thousands of coupons to send to overseas commissaries.
Digital couponing forced the group to look to other ways to
support the Auxiliary.
From left are Unit 28 Vice President June Jones, Ms. Iron-
side, Unit 28 Public Relations Chair Tina Washington and
Unit 28 Historian Beth McGinn

Auxiliary Member of the Year
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We combined our annual pig roast and Band Bash on June 12th and created a
very successful event.  Thanks to Pig Roast chairman Shaun Cole and Band bash
chairman Chris Warner and the many helpers we had.

Callaway-Kemp-Raughley-Tee Post 7

We have presented two awards
this past year for two amazing
Laurel Youth. The award was cre-
ated in 2002 by one of the Ameri-
can Legion Auxiliary Committees,
The National Children & Youth
Committee.
The committee created the award
to recognize, a boy or girl who
demonstrated a kind caring act of
selflessness.
The first award we presented was
to Ka' Myre Snead for performing
an act of bravery, courage & forti-
tude - performing the Heimlich
procedure & saving his cousins
life. This award is called The
Youth Hero Award.
When I read about his selfless act,
I knew he was a perfect example
of the reason for this award, recog-

nizing our youth by example. We
sent an application to our state
Auxiliary & it was forwarded to
the American Legion Auxiliary
National Children & Youth Chair-
man. When I received the Youth
Award for him in the mail, I was
very happy that he represented the
state of Delaware from our small
community. due to the Covid we
were not able to present the award
until months later at our monthly
meeting at the Laurel Post.
We were able to present a second
award to a Laurel youth on June
15, 2021, at our meeting. The
award was " Good Deed Award
“We were again so proud to pres-
ent an award to a Laurel youth for
her good deeds to the community,
her community service & humani-

tarian service, not self. This award
was presented to Kayla Gainer;
many already know her, a 10-year-
old who has been doing great
things for her community since
age seven. She has been involved
with community service where it
be visiting nursing homes   helping
making masks for first line work-
ers or sending letters (3 ,000) to
soldiers at Christmastime to
brighten their holi-
days by volunteering
with the non - profit
"Sparkle " 
These two very spe-
cial youths from our
community were se-
lected by National to
represent Delaware;
& I could not be

more proud.
They presented these awards for
their efforts & making a difference
in their community - they use this
opportunity to show their deed as
an example to their friends, fam-
ily, classmates to do selfless acts
in their everyday lives, too.
Trudy Parker
President American Auxiliary Post
19, Laurel, DE

Laurel Post 19 Youth Awards
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David C. Harrison Chapter 14

Saturday, June 5, the Legion
Riders from Post 14 in Smyrna
participated in the Roxy Rally
for Rescues held at Little Creek
Fire Hall.  This event is put on
by A-to-Z Cycles and we are
proud to be one of the sponsors.
There was plenty of food, bever-
ages, music, a bike show, and a
tattoo contest (judged by our
very own Lisa Lange, Dave
Lange, and Steve Kellam).  A
great time was had by all, and
the proceeds were donated to
local animal rescues.
Sunday, June 6, the Legion Rid-
ers, Post 14 Smyrna presented
checks totaling $1000 to the
Legacy Scholarship Fund.  The
donation was courtesy of both
the Riders and Post 14.
Tuesday, June 9, normally in
April, the first major ride of the
year, Ride to the Tide benefit-
ting Special Olympics, brings
out 1000 bikes (the limit set by
the organizers).  This year due to
the ongoing pandemic things
changed dramatically.  So, the

Legion Riders from Post 14 de-
cided to just donate to the cause.
We asked the Post to chip in as
well and they quickly agreed.
Altogether we raised $950 for
Special Olympics Delaware.
During our meeting we were
joined by Ann Grunert, the Ex-

ecutive Director of Delaware
Special Olympics and presented
the check to her.
Sunday, June 14, members of
the Legion Riders from Post 14
in Smyrna joined hundreds of
other motorcyclists from around
the region for the 14th Annual
Philly Fallen Heroes Memorial
Ride.  Riders gathered in the

parking lot of the Fra-
ternal Order of Police
Lodge 5 on Caroline
Road in Northeast
Philadelphia for the
ride which ended in
North Wildwood,
New Jersey.  The ride
itself was a little over
100 miles so for those
of us from Smyrna it
was about 325 miles
of riding that day.

Photo(1) Ride for Roxy 2021-
Adele Chalabala- ALA Unit14,
Richard Cleveland- ALR Post
14 Director, Ken Coldiron- ALR
Post 14 Asst Director, Rusty

Fritscy- ALR Post 14, Jimmy
Keen-ALR Post 14, David
Lange AL Post 14 Adjutant,
Lisa Lange- ALA Unit 14 Sgt at
Arms, Judi Keen, Steve Kellam-
ALR Post 14 Dept of DE Direc-
tor, (2) Legacy Fund
2021-Chuck Parisan-AL Post 2
Commander, Richard Cleve-
land-ALR Post 14 Director,

Steve Kellam- ALR Post 14
Dept of DE Riders Director, (3)
Special Olympics- Richard
Cleveland- ALR Post 14 Direc-
tor and Ann Grunert- Executive
Director of DE Special
Olympics (4) Special Olympics
2021-Our Riders Group and Ann

Grunert, (5) Fallen 2021-Jimmy
Keen- ALR Post 14 Road Cap-
tain, Steve Kellam- ALR Post 14
Dept of DE Riders Director &
Jimmy Cree-ALR Post 14 Histo-
rian

American Legion Riders Post
14, Smyrna, DE
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2021 Department of Delaware Convention
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2021 Department of Delaware Convention Part 2



16 DELAWARE LEGIONNAIRE, AUGUST 20210

David C. Harrison Chapter 14 Part 2
Saturday,
June 27 the
Legion Rid-
ers of the
State of
Delaware
held their an-

nual poker run to raise money for the National Legacy Scholarship
Fund.  The riders of just under fifty motorcycles, some with passen-
gers, gathered together to make the ride.
Breakfast was served at Post 3 in Milford as the

participants
registered for
the ride.
After leaving
Post 3, most
of the riders
encountered
very heavy
rain en-route

to Post 4 in Smyrna.  Things dried out a bit be-
fore the next leg of the ride to Seaford only to
get wet again before arriving there.  While inside
Post 6 in Seaford it began raining again and once
it stopped the group decided to move on the next
stop, Post 28 in Millsboro.  Guess what, it

rained on the way there too.  After a short stay in
Millsboro it was on to the last stop at Post 24 in
Dagsboro.  No rain on the way there so everyone was
somewhat dried out from the hot sun.
Post 24 in Dagsboro provided liquid refreshment

along
with
some
awe-
some
food.

A band also
provided en-
tertainment.
A 50/50 was
conducted
and the bar-
tender who
won donated
her half back

to the Legacy Fund.  
All in all, everyone had a great time and
$1635 was raised for the fund.  Along with ad-
ditional money donated from the different
chapters and posts, the entire amount will be
donated during the National Convention in
August.  
Thanks to everyone who participated, espe-
cially considering the terrible weather and a

special thank you to the posts and people who gave
up their time to host the riders along the way.

American Legion
Riders Post 14,
Smyrna, DE
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Department Membership Awards
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2021 Boys State
This year the Boys State program was held in per-
son at Walter L Fox Post 2 in Dover, DE. Guests
spoke in person and via video communication.

This program teaches how the legislative process
works and how debate and comprimise must be
used to accomplish good for our communities.
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The American Legion Auxiliary
Unit 28 held a Poppy Stone Paint
Party and Mingo fun for their
Juniors.  The young people
painted Poppies on rocks that
will be presented to our veterans
at the Veterans Day program.
They played Mingo ( a musical
bingo games) and Junior Activi-
ties Chairman Beth McGinn
provided prizes, lunch  and
treats.  Older members provided
guidance and glazed the stones.
It was a grat afternoon for all in
attendance.

Teaching with Poppies

Department Memorial Service
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David C. Harrison Chapter 14 Part 3

The annual Smyrna-Clayton July
4th Parade was held this year on
Saturday, July 3.  There was a
great patriotic turnout by the

townspeople.  The Legion Riders
from Post 14 in Smyrna were
proud to participate along with

other Legionnaires, Members of
the Sons of the American Legion
and the Auxiliary from the post.  
Wednesday, July 7, The Legion

Riders of Post 14
in Smyrna are
continually look-
ing for ways to
help our citizens
who might be in
need of some sup-
port.  About two
weeks ago we
were fortunate
enough to secure a
pallet (45 cases)

of disinfectant cleaning wipes
from our corporate partner, Wal-
mart Distribution Center.  While

we still
have a
few cases
left to dis-
tribute,
we were
able to
find a
home for
many of
them.
Among
those who
were in
need were
The Shep-
herd
Place, a
family
shelter,
The Boys
and Girls

Club and St. Polycarp Church.  
Today, once again, Walmart
Distribution Center came
through again, this time helping
us get a jump on Christmas and
Toys for Tots.  We picked up
two pallets of bicycles (22 total
of all sizes).  
Thanks to John and Melissa
from A to Z Cycles for allow-
ing us to store them at your
place until they are needed.
And a huge thank you to Sue at
Walmart Distribution Center
for always thinking of us and
making donations like this hap-
pen.
Photos(1) 4th of July- ALR
Post 14 (2) 4th of July -1- Our
Float for the parade (3) 4th of
July- 2-Along the route (4) 4th
of July- 3- Along the route (5)
Wipes & Bikes- Load of Wipes
(6) Wipes & Bikes 1- Steve
Kellam and Walmart employ-
ees (7) Wipes & Bikes 2- Load
of Bikes

American Legion Riders Post
14, Smyrna, DE
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American Legion Auxiliary Department Convention

Milford Post 3

Its been a busy year building our membership in all of our
Legion Family organizations and we hope to continue to

group in our little strip mall units. Speaking of units we are completing the retrofit in our newest unit addition. Yes
you read that right we now have not 2 but 3 units of space. The new space will be used for our game room, offices
and a future conference room. Besides growing our membership during this trying time we have continued to sup-
port our veterans and the local community through monetary and supply donation as well as use of our facilities to
nonprofit organizations without their own physical location. We have a new fundraiser the Auxiliary is doing to

honor Breast Cancer awareness. Decorate a bra for judging to be turned in to the
post before Oct 1st and the final day of voting will be Oct 23rd with some brave
male models showing them off. We are also a collection point for school supplies.
Other happenings at our Post is team trivia on Tuesdays and fish Fridays. We now
have all the Delaware Lottery games available for
purchase.
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July 2021 Department Executive Committee Meeting

The July DEC was held di-
rectly after the Department
Convention to ratify com-
mittee members and sched-
ule future DEC meetings.

So very proud of our Girls Nation
Senator, Dua Hussain. She got to
be part of the Wreath Laying
Team at Arlington.

Girls Nation
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HOME OF THE BRAVE 
MILFORD, DELAWARE 

MOBILE OUTREACH SERVICES 
 

SEPTEMBER 14, 2021 10-2 PM 
LOCATION:  VA Outpatient Clinic 

655 South Bay Rd., Dover DE 19901 
 

Home of the Brave plans to deliver one-on-one 
outreach to veterans who lack mobile access to 
goods & services available while being a visible 

sign of full-service veterans’ organizations. 
** FREE LUNCH ** 

 
For more information, contact Jessica Finan,  

Executive Director at 302-424-1681. 
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My Fellow Legionnaires,

As we begin the new Legion Year it’s the prefect opportunity to start documenting activities. It takes just a moment in this digital age to snap a picture
and send it and a brief explanation of what it signifies. The beginning of a new year is also a great time to revitalize your efforts in being active with your members
and the local community.

The department has held leadership training for both Legion and Squadron officers in July. There was an exceptional turn out but still some Posts and
Squadrons were not represented. Everyone who attended said they had learned valuable information on how to lead and maintain our organization.

Volunteers are our greatest resource and many times a simple thank you does not seem enough for everything they do for the different groups, projects,
and organizations they assist with. The thing is, individuals who do the work do it for the truly special place they have in their heart for the mission they are help-
ing and not for the praise or recognition. I understand the silent work force of our members, they are doing what they do for the love of it, but the public and un-
informed veterans need to see everything we do besides our “canteen” fundraising activities. 

These activities and the lobbing power of numbers is what should be promoted when recruiting members to this great organization. 
A personal thank you to the businesses who have chosen our quarterly paper to spend part of their valuable advertising budget. If you are in the market

for any of their offered products, please check them out and patronize their business.

Yours in Legion Service,
Jeffrey K. Crouser
Rebecca C. Crouser

Robert L Michael Outgoing National Executive Committeeman

My Fellow Legionnaires, 
As my extended term as your National Executive Committeeman comes to an end
with the upcoming National Convention in Phoenix Arizona. It has been my honor
and privilege to represent Delaware Legionnaires on the National level. Thank you
for your support and confidence in me over the last three years. It has been a won-
derful experience and journey to get to this point in my Legion career. While it will
be missed others deserve to have this opportunity. While I may no longer be your
representative, I will continue to serve the veterans of our great Nation.

Yours in Legion Service,
Robert L Michael

Jeffrey K Crouser Incoming National Executive Committeeman

My Fellow Legionnaires, 
Due to the support of Legionnaires in Delaware I will be confirmed as your Na-
tional Executive Committeeman at the conclusion of the National Convention this
year in Phoenix Arizona. It has been a long but fulfilling journey and learning
process to get here. I hope to live up to the Departments and your expectations of
me in this position. The future of our Department is not only in its leaders hands
but every Legionnaire and the impressions we make every day. 

Yours in Legion Service,
Jeffrey K. Crouser


